
F r o m T h e P r e s i d e n t

I N S I D E T H I S

I S S U E :

News and 
Announcements 

Forest Park 
“Strengthening Our Community By Bringing Neighbors Together” 

Neighborhood Association 

Newsletter 

December 2025

1

2

3

8

Happy New Year Neighbors!

Hope your holiday season has brought you peace, love, gratitude, 
wonder and glorious music. While I enjoy lively and joyful Christmas 
carols, among the ones I love best are “In the Bleak Midwinter,” “Oh 
Come, Oh Come Emmanuel” and “Mary Did You Know.” There is 
something about these melancholy tunes that fill my heart, most of 
all when I sing them. For me, the Christmas season kick-off begins 
when I hear this tune on TV while watching the Macy’s Thanksgiving 
Day Parade on Thanksgiving morning, and the words – “Most sales 
are after Christmas but Clark’s is just before”… Yes, you guessed it 
and probably sang it in your mind if not out loud, that famous BC 
Clark’s jingle! From that moment on, every time I hear it I’m 
compelled to sing along. It makes me happy.

One of my annual traditions to start the New Year (or a few days 
before) is a date with my rake, making piles, too many to count, of all 
the leaves, leaves, leaves that seem to make their way to my lawn. I 
often wonder if they blew in from the entire block on some of those 
super windy days! Oh well, it’s therapeutic in a way- clearing not only 
my yard but my mind too, and lets me enjoy being outside. Plus the 
leaves break down into good compost, eventually.
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YARD OF THE MONTH 
Congratulations 

to the Yard of 

the Month winners! 
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 3100N Cardinal - August

3313 E Forest Park Drive - September

 2601 Morris - December

4524 NE 38th - November

3306 N Cardinal - October
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____________________________________________________
Recipe

Caramelized Butternut Squash with Gorgonzola and Cranberry Balsamic Glaze

Ingredients
1 medium butternut squash (900 g), peeled, seeded, 

cubed 2 tbsp olive oil

1 tbsp honey or maple syrup

1/2 tsp sea salt

1/4 tsp black pepper

1/2 cup dried cranberries

1/4 cup balsamic vinegar

100 g Gorgonzola cheese, crumbled

2 tbsp toasted walnuts (optional)

Step 1: Preheat oven to 400°F (200°C) and line a baking sheet with 
parchment.
Step 2: Toss cubed squash with olive oil, honey, salt, and pepper. 
Step 3: Spread squash evenly and roast 25–30 minutes, flipping 
halfway.

Step 4: Simmer balsamic vinegar and cranberries for 5–7 minutes until thickened. 
Step 5: Transfer roasted squash to a serving dish.
Step 6: Drizzle with cranberry-balsamic glaze.
Step 7: Top with Gorgonzola and walnuts.

(continued from page 1)

What sparks your joy during the holidays? What are your wishes for the New Year 
ahead, and for our neighborhood association? I’d love to hear about them. 

And what didn’t happen that you have on the list for 2026? One thing on our FPKNA 
agenda is to have a web page that includes past newsletters, event photos, what’s 
happening in town, a link to pay your yearly $30 membership dues and more. If you 
would like to help, please let us know.

As you read this issue you will see some of the ways we’ve worked to fulfill our 
mission, ”Strengthening Our Community by Bringing Neighbors Together.” I look 
forward to hearing from and seeing you in 2026! Blessings!

In community,

Carmen



November 20, 2025 

Dear Citizens of the Town of Forest Park, 

As we close another year in our community, I want to take a moment to personally thank 

each of you for the support, encouragement, and cooperation you have shown the Forest 

Park Police Department. The trust you place in us is the foundation that allows our officers 

to do their jobs effectively, compassionately, and safely. 

This past year has brought challenges, accomplishments, and moments that reminded us of 

the strength and resilience of our town. Through it all, your willingness to partner with us—

whether by reporting concerns, participating in community events, or simply offering a kind 

word to an officer—has made a meaningful difference. We are deeply grateful for the 

relationship we share with the people we serve. 

As Chief of Police, I remain committed to ensuring that our department continues to grow, 

adapt, and improve to meet the needs of our community. We look forward to expanding 

our outreach, strengthening our crime-prevention efforts, and deepening our connection 

with the citizens of Forest Park. 

Together, we have built a safer, stronger community. With your continued support in the 

coming year, I am confident that we will accomplish even more. 

On behalf of the men and women of the Forest Park Police Department, thank you for 

allowing us the honor of serving you. We look forward to the year ahead and to continuing 

our service with pride, professionalism, and dedication. 

Happy Holidays to you all! 

Warm regards, 

Dwayne E.  Doolittle 

Chief of Police 

Forest Park Police Department 

Forest Park Police Department 

4203 North Coltrane Road 

Forest Park, Oklahoma 73121 

405-424-1212
Office of the Chief of Police 
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2026 Calendar of Events
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TBD - January

- February 23FPKNA General Meeting     

- March

- April Litterblitz (OU Big Event)     

- April 27FPKNA General Meeting      

- May

FPKNA General Meeting       - June 29

Town Hall News

 TBD - July

FPKNA General Meeting - August 24

Neighbors Night Out - September

FPKNA General Meeting      - October 26

Food Drive 

Cookies and Cocoa  

- November

- December

- More Dates to Come -

___________________________________________________________
____________________ 

____________________

 TBD 

 TBD 

Code Enforcement Officer Murray:

Please ensure that house numbers are clearly visible from the street and measure at least three inches in height. All 
vehicles should be parked in designated driveways or parking areas, and parking on grass is not permitted. Vehicles 
must be maintained in operable condition, and those with flat tires are not allowed. Additionally, areas surrounding the 
house and garage should be kept organized and free of clutter to maintain a neat and orderly appearance.

Fire Administration/ Emergency Management Chief Blair:

Wildfire Potential:

 So, the question is: Could we have dangerous wildfires in the next few months in Oklahoma? The answer is yes. The fire 
department will be happy to do a wildfire safety assessment for you at your request. As you may remember in one recent 
year over 300,000 acres burned in northwest Oklahoma and in the “Rhea” fire alone 245,000 acres burned. Why haven’t 
we had more property loss and/or fatalities? This is largely only due to the lack of population density in the affected 
areas. We have been very fortunate that those fires affected less populated areas.  Forest Park is more densely populated, 
is subject to these destructive fires and has been threatened by large fast-moving fires. We have dodged the preverbal 
bullet a couple of times but there is a clear and present danger of a devastating fire in our community due to the 
abundance of vegetation in proximity to homes, please be proactive! Keep grass cut, keep trees and vegetation away 
from your home (create a 50/100 foot clear area), gutters cleaned out, and don’t stack wood against your house! If you 
are asked to evacuate, please do so!



Food Drive

Cookies and Cocoa
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Ways to connect with your neighbors! 

Join your neighborhood association on  either a PC or mobile device!  

Connecting  with your community couldn’t be easier. Start conversations, 

share photos, post items for sale, add events and more! 

Association Meetings! 

The Neighborhood Association meets bi-monthly on 
the last Monday of the month. (February, April, June,
August, October, and December)

Town Hall Meetings! 

Wondering about the goings on with our 
local government in town? Head to the 
Town Hall the last Tuesday of every month! 
Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. 
Facebook Live* 

FPKNA Officers 

President – Carmen McBride 
Vice President – Mark Hicks 
Secretary – Jon Martinez 
Treasurer – Johnita Turner 
Member At Large –  vacant

Ward Trustees 

Ward 1 – Steve Miller 
Ward 2 – Darlene Davis 
Ward 3 – Mayor George Smith
Ward 4 – William Jones 
Ward 5 – Rashanna Baker

FPKNA Committees 

Join a committee and get involved! 
Committees: Activities, Caring, 

Welcoming, FPK History, Home and 
Garden, Newsletter and Yard of the 

Month
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JOIN US! We are looking for YOU!!! And have several 
opportunities to get involved.

    Interested in the history of Forest 

Park, FPKNA 
leadership team?

    (Contact Carmen McBride at 
ccccmcb@aol.com or Mark Hicks at 

markhicksedu@gmail.com) 

for more information.

Recycle 
Questions?

Volunteer!
If you enjoy receiving this newsletter consider 

volunteer-ing to pass some out on your street or 
ward. Interested in a volunteer position? Contact 

ccccmcb@aol.com   
For Newsletter questions, comments or information 

contact Carmen McBride  ccccmcb@aol.com or 
Jon Martinez at Jon3b@att.net
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